[Historical evolution of the treatment of esophageal cancer at the Hospital A. C. Camargo, São Paulo, Brazil].
From 1947-1986 we reviewed a historical series of 1,900 cases of esophageal cancers registered at the A.C. Camargo Hospital, São Paulo, Brazil. Two hundred and thirty four cases were submitted to surgical resection. During these 4 decades the treatment philosophy of these tumors has changed. Five different historical groups were identified and the results are presented. The first group (1947-60) consisted of 47 cases only submitted to surgical resection. The second group (1961-70) of 56 cases had pre and pos surgery radiotherapy in low doses and the reconstruction was made using subcutaneous colon. From 1971-75 the same approach was used except with high dose preoperative radiotherapy (31 cases). In the 4th group (1976-82) of 68 cases preoperative radiotherapy (high dose) and chemotherapy were used. In the last group (1983-86) composed of 32 cases the treatment was preoperative chemotherapy, surgical resection with gastric reconstruction followed with high doses radiotherapy in the surgical bed and chemotherapy. The only significant prognostic factors in the statistical analysis were tumor size and involvement peri-esophageal lymph nodes. A five year survival from 3.7% to 9.0% was obtained through the use of the fifth group treatment planning.